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Dear Families, 

Thanks for a great start to the 2022-2023 school year. It’s been wonderful to see all 

our returning Sidewinders and welcome all our new Sidewinders and their families. 

We had a great turnout for open house and thank everyone who was able to attend. 

We look forward to an incredible year! 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

1. Early Release (1:55) – September 7, 14, 21, 28 

2. PTSO – September 1 (3:15) 

3. Labor Day (no school) – September 5 

4. School Council – September 12 

5. Kona Ice Treat Sale at Lunch/STUCO Spirit Day – September 16 

6. Parent Teachers Conferences/11:55 Release – September 22, 23 

7. Powerhouse – September 30 (9:00) 

8. 11:55 Release – September 30 

 

SSE’s Focus 

We will continue with our school motto “SSE, A Great Place to Be!” We will maintain 

our focus on SSE’s Three to Be “Be Respectful, Be Responsible,” and we will be adding 

“Be Kind” this year as our focus. Character Counts, CHAMPS, and SSE’s Three 2 Be 

help all students create positive relationships with their peers and staff and also supports 

them as they work toward being the best they can be. In support of our school’s goals of 

increased achievement in literacy, math, and writing, and in addition to our core block of 

instruction, we will be continuing with “Read, Rattle & Roll” and “Walk to Math” as we 

work with all students according to their ability and needs for a 30-minute intervention 

and/or enrichment block. 

 

Professional Learning Communities/Data Teams 

We are beginning our 12th year as a Professional Learning Community/Data Team where 

teachers work collaboratively, focusing all their strengths on improving instruction, 

maintaining ongoing meaningful assessment, and using all available data to drive 

instruction to better meet the needs of our students. We will also be focusing on multi-

grade PLCs where grade levels meet quarterly to discuss student progress, intervention 

strategies, and vertically align curriculum. Teachers will be meeting on all early release 

days. 
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Meet our New Dean of Students 

My name is Wendy Norburg and I am honored to serve as dean of students this year at 

Superstition Springs Elementary and Mesquite Elementary. I have been a part of Gilbert 

Public Schools for over 20 years, serving as a classroom teacher and an instructional 

coach. I am excited to put all of these experiences together to support the administration, 

staff, and students on both campuses. I look forward to getting to know the families at 

Superstition Springs Elementary this year.  

 

Infinite Campus Emergency Contacts & ‘Annual Update’ Instructions for 2022/23 

School Year  
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Standards Based Grading 
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Message from your School Social Worker 

 

SEL (Social and Emotional Lessons) 

 

SEL will take place during Week B specials time in your student’s class. One program 

that we use is Second Steps and Common Sense Media. There are three main units in the 

Second Step program and one extra unit for kindergarten to 3rd grade. The following is a 

summary of each unit.  

 

• Skills for Learning (Kindergarten to 3rd Grade): Students gain skills to help 

themselves learn, including how to focus their attention, listen carefully, use self 

talk to stay on task, and be assertive when asking for help with schoolwork. 

During this unit we look at picture cards, listen to songs, and play games.  

• Empathy: Students learn to identify and understand their own and others’ feelings. 

Students also learn how to take another’s perspective and how to show 

compassion. During this unit, Kindergarten to 3rd grade students look at picture 

cards, listen to songs, and play games. Grades 4th to 6th watch video clips from 

Second Steps.  

• Emotional Management: Students learn specific skills for calming down when 

experiencing strong feelings, such as anxiety or anger at school. During this unit 

Kindergarten to 3rd grade students look at picture cards, listen to songs, and play 

games. Grades 4th to 6th watch video clips from Second Steps.  

• Problem Solving Steps: Students learn a process for solving problems with others 

in a positive way. During this unit Kindergarten to 3rd grade students look at 

picture cards, listen to songs, and play games. Grades 4th to 6th watch video clips 

from Second Steps.   

 

Should you have any questions please feel free to contact me. If you would like your 

child not to participate in SEL, please click on the link below for the opt out form. Please 

print, complete, and return to the school. Thanks for all your support! 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TiAbDYxksk9owYgMBQ9fN2I8yK4wpouq/edit?

usp=sharing&ouid=113054827465243824857&rtpof=true&sd=true 

 

Shawnda Harmsen MS, RYT, RCYT 

Email: shawnda.harmsen@gilbertschools.net 

Phone: 480.641.6413 x 1408  

GPS Wellness Resources for Families: https://www.gilbertschools.net/wellness 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TiAbDYxksk9owYgMBQ9fN2I8yK4wpouq/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113054827465243824857&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TiAbDYxksk9owYgMBQ9fN2I8yK4wpouq/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113054827465243824857&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.gilbertschools.net/wellness
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PTSO News:  

Welcome back!! We are looking forward to an amazing school year! We couldn't do it 

without the support of our amazing school community!! Please follow us on Facebook - 

https://www.facebook.com/sseptso  We update this page often with school news and 

upcoming events. You can also message us with any questions you may have. If you 

aren't on Facebook, we are also available by email at sseptsoaz@gmail.com  

PTSO Meeting Dates: September 1, October 20, November 10, December 1, January 12, 

February 9, March 9, April 6, and May 18. Please join us this year!! Meetings are at 

3:15pm after school in the library! Kids are welcome! 

 

Yearbook SALE: Get your yearbooks NOW  

https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productBrowse/1409092/Superstition-Springs-

Elementary-School/2023-

Yearbook/2022072209150729098/CATALOG_SHOP/?fbclid=IwAR07TgnSdCbADuqP

0IY8_88YO6F_yw-JlpnduH0WJWwCflvXyEDmku5jQtY 

 

SSE Spirit Shirts: On sale NOW - https://ssespiritwear.itemorder.com/shop/sale/   

 

**Are you interested in Volunteering? We are always looking for an extra set of hands 

with our events! Please message us on Facebook or send an email 

to sseptsoaz@gmail.com.  

 

Fundraising Information: 

 

Fry's VIP Card: Is your Fry's VIP Card linked to SSE? This is easy, free money that 

goes right back to our classrooms. Go to the Fry's App/Website and choose Community 

Rewards - then select Superstition Springs Elementary - PTSO. Invite friends, family, 

and neighbors to join in!  

 

AmazonSmile: Want to help make a difference while you shop at Amazon? Simply 

follow the instructions to select "Superstition Springs Elementary School PTSO" as your 

charity and activate AmazonSmile now!! They'll donate a percentage of eligible 

purchases back to our school!  Invite friends, family, and neighbors to join in!  

 

Kona Ice: Kona Ice will be out at the playground once a month! Cash only - $4 each.   

 

 

 

 

 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/QQpVCrkoGvfNW1qs7OPQD?domain=facebook.com
mailto:sseptsoaz@gmail.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/NsUQCv2vMzTBR29FXYbiN?domain=jostens.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/NsUQCv2vMzTBR29FXYbiN?domain=jostens.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/NsUQCv2vMzTBR29FXYbiN?domain=jostens.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/NsUQCv2vMzTBR29FXYbiN?domain=jostens.com
https://ssespiritwear.itemorder.com/shop/sale/
mailto:sseptsoaz@gmail.com
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Character Counts Golden Ticket Winners 

 

Monroe Santos 

Holly Folger 

Braxton Weathers 

Gracie Graham 

Jaxon Karges 

Kristine Bahdi 

Parker Roberts 

Kenzie Salter 

Anthony Baumgarner 

Emma Stadler 

 

Character Counts Winners 
King Jones 

Malakai Lent 

William Velazquez 

Dana Price 

Beckham Rogers 

Auni Bhune 

Irelynn McIlveen 

Samantha Martinez 

Michael Dorodo 

Audriana Maynez 

Kenzlie Staggs 

Joni Eisenbeis 

Carlos Yubeta 

Taylor Gregg 

Jacob Bury 

Rylee Vaughn 

Teagan Morrow 

Finn Folger 

Natalia Maynez 

Carson Cone 

Paige Zehring 

Michael Bullard 

Marilyn Jaramillo 

Shiloh Campbell 

Darcy Banfield 

Arianna Martinez 

Penny Clark 

Lillian Howard 

Maggie Jones 

Natalia Maynez 

Jackson Hiley 

Natalie Rieck 

Remy Freeburg 

Lyla Roberts 

Cohen Ferrin 

Max Richardson 

Ayden Rivera 

Amaia Cruz 

Karsten Halsey 

Irie Bandin 

Lindyn Strong 

Leah Yanez 

Aiden Mendoza 

Preston Prescott 

Taylor Gregg 

Morgan Hensen 

Olivia Durrant 

Carlos Yubeta 

Levi Roberts 

Sophia Hutchins 

Audrina Alcantara 

Brooklyn McClard 

Braylon Boyd 

Kaleb Schaffner 

Myles Stricklin 

Lucu Jones 

Rai Camacho 

Carter Gale 

Zoey Himphill 

DJ Graham 

Brevan Banfield 

Teddy Carlson 

Angel Martinez 
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Darcy Banfield 

Hailey Duddy-Allen 

Maria Ortiz 

Danny Burnside 

Abigail Pedersen 

Elijah Andrade 

Matthew Craig 

Levi Anderson 

Alana Scott 

Henry Werner 

Audri Maynez 

Xavier Stewart 

Oliver Clark 

Jett Fardos 

Cash Dingman 

Dawsyn Davison 

Molly Randall 

Rylie Kennedy 

Kimberly Contreras 

Paige Zehring 

Isabella Mercada 

Emma Stalder 

Gunner Quist 

Hunter McClellan 

Sophia Post 

Enzo Gaccino 

Cruz Wilson 

Penny Clark 

Aria Pickering 

Mallory Johnson 

River Takagi 

Lilly Cox 

Jenna Versteeg 

Jaxson Butter 

Justin Cortes 

Maria Wantink 

Samy Ouali 

Max VanCleave 

Lillian Leichtman 

Sophia Flores 

Natalia Maynez 

Alyxandria Maya 

Kahil Reid 

Ava Onken 

Mateo Arcos 

Jon Campbell 

Abigail Rogers 

Aiden Mendoza 

Anishka Hoti 

Braylynn Wood 

Lexi Tarkington 

Jori Comerford 

Parker Roberts 

Bentley Walter 

Gonzalo Lopez 

Silas Marshall 

Grayson Espinoza 

Elizabeth Connolly 

Malia Herron 

Rai Camacho 

Wyatt Dettman 

Jonah Webb 

Olivia Durrant 

Anya Terry 

Kaitlyn Sanchez 

Kinsley Sotelo 

Owen Covert 

Jaxon Butter 

Doc Hollie Vann 

River Takagi 

Max VanCleave 

Levi Anderson

Jaxen Mansfield 

Bella Meyer 

Henry Werner 

Kaitlyn Vaughn 

Darcy Banfield 

Lyla Roberts 

Noah Barnes 

Lora Carlson 

Parker Roberts 

Jonathan Zamora 

Zackary Williams 

Alice Harmsen 

Paige Zehring 

Presley Robinson 

 

Nurses Notes 

 
DONATIONS NEEDED- The Health Office is in need of 

gently used ELASTIC-WAIST SHORTS and PANTS.  Socks, 

Shoes and NEW underwear would also be greatly appreciated. 

We need both boys and girls clothes in all sizes (4T-16). We 

do not need any shirts at this time.  Thank You SSE Parents!! 
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Library Link 
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